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FROM THE BOOKSHELF 4162 OCTOBER 12, 1976 
JOHN LENNON 


"A WOMAN CALLED MOSES" BY MARCY HEIDISH 


ANNCR:? THE VOICE OF AMERICA BRINGS YOU ANOTHER IN THE WEEKLY 
SERIES FROM THE BOOKSHELF -- A SERIES IN WHICH WE DISCUSS 
SOME OF THE MANY BOOKS AMERICANS ARE READING. TODAY, 
JOHN LENNON REPORTS ON "A WOMAN CALLED MOSES" BY MARCY 


HEIDISH, PUBLISHED BY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY, 


EDITOR: "A WOMAN CALLED MOSES" FALLS WITHIN A LITERARY CATEGORY 
WHICH HAS GROWN LARGER AND MORE POPULAR IN RECENT YEARS 
-- THAT OF THE HISTORICAL NOVEL. MARCY HEIDISH EMPHASIZES 
IN AUTHOR'S NOTES THAT BRACKET THE STORY THAT HER BOOK IS 
A WORK OF FICTICN =-- BUT THAT IT IS GROUNDED IN HISTORICAL 


FACT. 


THE WOMAN CALLED MOSES IS HARRIET TUBMAN, A BLACK BORN 

INTO SLAVERY IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH OF THE EARLY NINETEENTH 
CENTURY, SHE SURVIVED A CHILDHOOD FILLED WITH BRUTALITY 
AND DESPAIR == FIRST TO FREE HERSELF, AND THEN TO LEAD 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER BLACK SLAVES TO FREEDOM DURING THE LONG AND 
TROUBLED YEARS BEFORE THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR. MARCY 
HEITDISH USES THE FEW AVAILABLE HISTORICAL RECOREDS TO 
SKETCH HARRIET TUBMAN'S LIFE AND THEN FILLS IN THE GAPS 
WITH FICTIONAL NARRATIVE AND DIALOGUE, MAKING THE PICTURE 
SHARP AND CLEAR, AND OFTEN AS SHOCKING AS IT IS FASCINATING, 
THE DESIGNATION "MOSES" OF COURSE STEMMED FROM THE BIBLE 
STORY OF THE MOSES, WHO LED THE ISRAELITES OUT OF BONDAGE 

IN ACIENT EGYPT, 
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(on eins HARRIET TUBMAN GREW TO ADULTHOOD IN THE PLANTATION FIELDS 
OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND, AS A SMALL CHILD, SHE WAS DEVASTATED 
BY FORCES SHE COULD NOT COMPREHEND WHEN HER FAVORITE SISTER 
WAS PUT IN CHAINS AND BARGAINED AWAY. LATER, AS A TEENAGER, 
SHE BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND THAT SHE WAS CAPTIVE, A SLAVE IN 
A FREE LAND, A PIECE OF PROPERTY TO BE BOUGHT AND SOLD, 
AUTHOR HEIDISH EXPRESSES IN WORDS WHAT HARRIET TUBMAN MIGHT 


WELL HAVE THOUGHT AT THE TIME... 


VOICE: “HOUSE SERVANT, FIELD HAND, IT APPEARED TO MAKE NO DIFFERENCE 
WHICH ONE I WAS... I BROODED ON THAT REVELATION... MY BODY 
MOVING OVER THE WORK, MY MIND SPINNING OFF ON ITS OWN, I 
CAME INTO EARLY WOMANHOOD TROUBLED, RESTLESS, BUT AIMLESSLY 


SO. t 


EDITOR: A NEAR-FATAL BEATING AT THE HANDS OF A ORUNKEN FIELD BOSS, 
THE TERROR OF NIGHT-TIME RAIDS BY WHITE PATROLS, THE DEATHS 
OF HER FRIENOS AND THE FRUSTRATION OF HER OWN SLAVERY WERE 
THE DOMINANT ELEMENTS IN THE THIRD DECADE OF HER LIFE -- 
WHICH BROUGHT HER TO A DECISION TO FLEE TO THE NORTH, AND 
TO FREEDOM. IN A JOURNEY THAT TODAY CAN BARELY BE IMAGINED, 
HARRIET TUBMAN WALKED AND RAN THE SEVERAL HUNDRED KILOMETERS 
TO PHILADELPHIA, HELPED ALONG THE WAY BY SYMPATHETIC 
QUAKERS == WHITES OPPOSED TO HUMAN BONDAGE AND COMMITTED 
TO FREEING THE SLAVES, AGAIN, IMAGINING THE THOUGHTS OF 
HARRIET TUBMAN, SEVERAL DAYS INTO HER FEARFUL AND TIRING 


ESCAPE, AUTHOR HEIDISH WRITES: 


VOICE: “THIS LABOR WAS NOT LIKE ANY I HAD DONE BEFORE. NO MASTER 


HAD ORDERED ME TO DO IT, I HAD CHOSEN IT. SOMEHOW THIS 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 


EDITOR: 


VOICE: 


EDITOR: 
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FELT AKIN TO BIRTHING LABOR CHAVING A BABY), ALTHOUGH I 

HAD NEVER BORN A CHILD... EVEN SO, I FELT I WAS IN LABOR 
WITH MYSELF JUST THEN, PUSHING TO BRING MYSELF FORTH INTO 
NEW LIFE, AND I NEVER DID KNOW OF A BIRTH THAT CAME WITHOUT 


PAIN," 


ONCE NORTH, AND AMONG THOSE WHO HAD LONG CAMPAIGNED AGAINST 
SLAVERY, HARRIET TUBMAN LOST HER FEAR, AND BEGAN WHAT WAS 
TO BECOME A LIFE-LONG CRUSADE -— FIRST TO OBTAIN FREEDOM, 
AND THEN EQUAL RIGHTS, FOR BLACK PEOPLE. AGAIN, MARCY 
HEIDISH RECONSTRUCTS THE THOUGHTS OF HARRIET TUBMAN -- 
REMEMBERED THEN AND NOW AS A SUCCESSFUL CONDUCTOR ON THE 
MYTHICAL PASSENGER TRAIN THAT CARRIED SLAVES TO FREEDOM 


ALONG WHAT WAS CALLED THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, 


"NINETEEN TIMES I WENT SOUTH FOR MY PEOPLE. BY THE GRACE 
OF GOD I WAS ABLE TO DELIVER ROUNDABOUTS CABOUT) THREE 
HUNDRED SOULS IN ALL, AND SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY I CAME 
TO BE CALLED MOSES. TALES SPREAD ABOUT THIS MOSES IN THE 
SLAVE QUARTERS AND PLANTATION HOUSES OF MARYLAND, TALES 
THAT GREW AND BUILT SO BIG I WAS BARELY ABLE TO RECOGNIZE 
MYSELF WITHIN THEM... I'M STILL NOT SURE HOW ALL THIS GOT 
STARTED. MAYBE THE STORIES GREW BECAUSE THE PLANTERS AT 
FIRST REFUSED TO BELIEVE THAT AN ORDINARY NEGRO WAS 
MAKING OFF WITH THEIR SLAVES... THERE WAS NOTHING MIRACULOUS 
ABOUT WHAT I DID, BUT STILL, THE MOSES LEGEND SERVED ME 


WELL IN MANY WAYS." 


AND AS IT SERVED HARRIET TUBMAN WELL, SO DID IT SERVE THE 


PASSION FOR FREEDOM FELT BY THE HUNDREDS OF SLAVES WHO 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 


ANNCR : 
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CRAWLED THROUGH SWAMPS BY NIGHT AND DOZED IN WARY SLUMBER 
BY DAY -= WORKING THEIR WAY CAUTIOUSLY THROUGH THICKETS OF 
FEAR FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE SOUTH TO THE FREEDOM OF THE 
NORTH, AUTHOR MARCY HEIDISH, PUTTING MUSCLE AND FLESH ON 
THE BONES OF HISTORICAL RECORDS, GIVES US A GLIMPSE OF 

WHAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN LIKE TO BE A SLAVE IN AMERICA, TO 
BE A PASSENGER ON THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD TO FREEDOM, TO 
BE A WOMAN CALLED MOSES. A GRIM PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
IS PUT INTO SHARP PERSPECTIVE IN THIS THOUGHTFUL AND 


SOMETIMES SHOCKING HISTORICAL NOVEL. 


YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO REPORT ON "A WOMAN CALLED MOSES" 
~~ A NOVEL BY MARCY HEIDISH. AND NOW, AN INVITATION TO 
JOIN US NEXT WEEK CAT THE SAME TIME) WHEN THE VOICE OF 
AMERICA BRINGS YOU ANOTHER DISCUSSION OF ONE OF THE MANY 


BOOKS AMERICANS ARE CHOOSING FROM THE BOOKSHELF. 


a 


WIL/YRV 


